40                        JOHN KNOX
Knox has been criticised for issuing such a
pamphlet at such a time. It is charged against
him that he hid in safety in Dieppe, that he
showed no understanding of the difficulties of
those who were under Queen Mary's immediate
rule, and that his outburst stirred the Catholics
to tighten up the persecution of the Protestants.
The pamphlet cannot be defended ; it is a dis-
creditable piece of wild raving, and its distribu-
tion in England may have led to a fresh drive
against the Reformers. Some critics, however,
have gone further and accused Knox of deliber-
ately sacrificing the Protestants in order that he
might give vent to his own spleen. This, however,
is to misunderstand Knox's character. He looked
upon himself as a man called by God to lead the
people to the true religion and to fight the anti-
christ, the pope, and he never calculated the
effect when he had the urge to proclaim his views -
views for which he felt himself to be God's
trumpeter. The prophet of Knox's type does not
think of the consequences either to himself or
others. There is the command to speak, to write,
to do, and the command must be obeyed un-
questioningly. Knox may rightly be blamed for
thinking that God had ordered him to produce
so arrogant and ill-tempered a pamphlet, but he
did think so, and he neither could nor would refuse
what he believed to be a command from heaven.
Having shot this disastrous bolt, he returned in